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Gemini Shippers Group was the first shipper's 
association formed after the 1984 Shipping Act 
was passed.
Gemini offers members access to competitive global 
ocean freight contracts, long term rates, and space 
allocation with a wide variety of top tier ocean carriers 
by utilizing collective bargaining power and complete 
cost transparency. We sign between 15 and 20 ocean 
carrier contracts annually, providing our 250+ member 
companies lots of options for rates and service. The 
member is the consignee and shipments move on the 
carrier’s bill of lading, giving our members a direct 
relationship with the ocean carrier. We can handle the 
entire contracting process –including RFP’s. The 
overall volume of Gemini Shippers Group makes it 
one of the top ten shippers in the United States. This 
not for profit association has no fee to join and doesn’t 
require a volume commitment. The nominal per-
container dues are incorporated into the rates, so 
there are no additional costs. Our mission is to aid 
companies, regardless of size and experience, in 
navigating the complex environment of transportation 
procurement. 

We partnered with Allport Cargo Services as their 
systems and service neutral operating model aligns 
perfectly with ours. Our combined operating capability 
underpinned by the industry leading supply chain 
execution platform, Infor Nexus, enables our clients to 
access a direct, transparent, market competitive end 
to end service option. We have had a relationship for 
decades and continue to develop and expand our 
unique service offering.

Our proven working model creates a winning 
proposition which allows shippers to leverage 
procurement costs while increasing provider choice 
and flexibility of Gemini and pair it with the 
operational excellence of ACS.   Gemini will procure 
rates across a host of providers to create a 
playbook of price and service options to meet any 
business requirement.  ACS will provide the on-field 
expertise to quarterback shipments base on 
conditions on the field, calling the right plays to get 
the job done.  



ACS Partner Spotlight (continued)

ACS Insights 2

Gemini Shippers Group and ACS USA playing together to bring shippers a championship ring.

• Selecting the right players
• Build the playbook, call the right plays with multiple options
• Execute on the field with a quarterback that is empowered to call an “audible”

Together we have created a clear framework for winning: 1 platform managed by 1 team at origin 
connected with the same team at destination enabling our clients to select the optimal Gemini partner
model/ for every shipment throughout the year without disrupting their information, document and 
physical product flow.

Key features For Release 19.3

The Report Designer tool is enhanced to 
modify report prompts at the time of 
scheduling.

Key Notes:
• Set prompt values on the schedule, so the

user need not create multiple reports.
• At the same time, the report schedule list

page is upgraded.
• Schedule times are also revised: Users can

schedule for a 3-hour window, not a specific
time. The system chooses a random time
within that 3-hour window.

MODULE: REPORT DESIGNER
Modify Report Prompts at the Time of 
Scheduling

Business Benefit: Report Designer is 
upgraded to match existing 
functionality as Saved Views.

MODULE: MASTER DATA
Enable Emails on Non-Production 
Environments
We will soon enable emails in non-Production 
from our main email systems. Previously, our 
system suppressed emails from non-production 
environments, such as Preprod and Demo. Before 
doing so, we will clear any pending emails on 
these systems, and we will cancel any email 
subscriptions. Emails from non-production 
environments will be identified by adding a prefix 
to the subject of the email indicating the 
environment from which it was generated. 

Note: Certain emails may not be impacted by this 
change, including Saved Views and email 
notifications from Supply Chain Visibility and 
Transportation Management products.

Business Benefit: Ability to create users in 
the testing environments will be faster to 
engage, enabling testing of new 
functionality and deployment of new 
customer changes will be faster.
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The Current Vessel field was created to be 
used as the tracking element for the Live 
Ocean solution. The algorithm is stated below:
1. If there is just Vessel 1 and no, Vessel 2

-- Current Vessel: Vessel 1
2. If there is just Vessel 2 and no, Vessel 1 --

> Current Vessel: Vessel 2
3. If both are populated, then we review the

event code to determine which Vessel to
track.

MODULE: LIVE OCEAN

Enhancements Made to Current Vessel 
Details in Layouts and Advanced Search
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MODULE: SHIPPING ORDER
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As a part of this release, users can now access 
Current Vessel information from the following 
areas: Layouts, Advanced Search, and Classic 
Shipment Detail Page

Business Benefit: Users can now 
report on Current Vessel. Now if there 
are multiple vessels for a container, 
the user can easily see which vessel 
the container is on.

New Reporting Around Doc Event Types 
Against Shipping Order

Previously, when documents posted to a Shipping 
Order, milestones were posted against the 
Purchase Order line. In addition, the 2nd 
milestone overwrote the 1st milestone. 

Now, users can now create reports on the doc 
event types posted against a Shipping Order 
from the new fields available under the Orders -
Transportation Execution layout:

Note: This feature is applicable to documents that 
have been uploaded, and NOT system generated 
documents.
Business Benefit: Documents milestones 
are now accurately reflected in the 
application

Shipping Order Key Bug Fixes

Issue: Ship To party was not carried over from the 
Purchase Order during Shipment creation.

Fix: Ship To party is now carried over from the 
Purchase Order during Shipment creation.
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Why Mobile?
 Monitor and manage your supply chain from anywhere,

at anytime
 Stay on top of shipment status updates & important

milestones
 Access and exchange vital files with trading partners

4 Pillars of Mobile:

 Intuitive (Simple repeated patterns to circumvent the 
need for mobile specific training)
 Proactive (Serve and highlight key information to 

decrease search costs)
 Continuity (Empower users to remain productive while 

away from their PC)
 Opportunistic (Leverage device utilities such as location 

awareness, access to cloud data storage, push 
notifications, and camera)
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Key Features:

Data
• High-level view of product status with a drill down 

to transactional details
• Collaborate with partners in the resolution of 

Business Issues
• View header and item information on:
• Orders, Invoices, Shipping Orders, Packing Lists and 

Shipments

Act
• Confirm/Decline Orders
• Enter Milestones against shipments
• Resolve issues or route to other parties
• Share with trading partners
• Generate and send PDFs of transactions
• Add files from your device or file storage providers 

to transactions

Display
• Users can enable push notifications similar to

other mobile applications (email, weather, etc)

Access
• Available in Apple App store, Google Play Store &

Tencent app store for users in China
• Users in at least 40 countries – Most of the users

on Mobile are outside of the US (Overseas vendors
and factories).

Security
• Log in swiftly with Touch ID or Face ID
• Mobile E-ID for Two Factor Authentication

supported
• Single Sign-On supported



What’s Coming

19.4 ENHANCEMENTS NOW IN TESTING*
• Shipment Plan: Generate CI and PL Documents based on SO Load Details
• Shipment Plan: Creating Shipment Plans via integration and linking to Shipping Orders
• Shipment Plan: Reassign SP lines from one SP to other SP
* Above enhancements will be confirmed for release 19.4 by end of June.

Q4 Q1

Predictive ETA  
Available for Early  

Adopter

Widgets  
Available for Early  

Adopter

Live Road  
Available for Early  

Adopter

Watch Tower
in Widgets

Home Pages  
Available for All  

Clients

SO Modernization  
Release 1 - Available  

for All Clients

Live Air
Available for Early  

Adopter

Issue Management 
Available for All  

Clients

Live Exceptions
All Models

Live Exceptions: Visual display (red, yellow, green) within the live product of on-time or delayed ETAs  
Live Road: Provides real-time geo-mapping of intermodal moves and creates GPS tracking of the last mile, an ACS value 
added service
Live Air: Utilizing Flight Tracking Data to provide real-time geo-mapping, an ACS value added service
Watch Tower: Graphical representation of product delivery timeline – estimated versus actual  
Home Pages: Graphics and reports representing business processes for high level analytics  
Widgets: High level view o operators inbound supply chain flow, highlighting exception workflow
Issue Management: Collaborative platform for resolution of identified business issues affecting product
delivery
Predictive ETA: Auto generated model based on machine learning and statistical analysis
SO Modernization: Enhanced version to the shipping order module, focusing onoperational efficiency
and look/feel, including grid-like functionality

For any further information on the above new product rollouts, please contact your ACS representative.

# Release Day BETA First Update Pre-Production Refresh

19.1 Sat 1/12/2019 Mon 12/24/18 Mon 01/14/19

19.2 Sat 3/9/2019 Mon 02/18/19 Mon 03/11/19

19.3 Sat 5/4/2019 Mon 04/15/19 Mon 05/06/19

19.4 Sat 6/22/2019 Mon 06/03/19 Mon 06/24/19

19.5 Sat 8/17/2019 Mon 07/29/19 Mon 08/19/19

19.6 Sat 11/16/2019 Mon 10/28/19 Mon 11/18/19

PRODUCTION 2019 RELEASE SCHEDULE

NEW PRODUCT TIMELINE - UPDATED

Allport Cargo Services USA Inc.
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, NJ 07003
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Q1 Q2 Q3

SO Modernization  
Release 2 - Available  

for All Clients

2019 2020
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